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What is ICANN? 
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ICANN’s Mission

Coordinates the allocation and 
assignment of 
i) names in the root zone of 

the Domain Name System
ii) at the top-most level of 

Internet Protocol numbers

Coordinates the development and 
implementation of policies 
concerning the registration of 
second-level domain names in 
generic top-level domains (gTLDs)
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The mission of the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
Numbers (ICANN) is to ensure the stable and secure operation of 

the Internet’s unique identifier systems

Amongst other functions, ICANN:
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1) Coordination of Names and Numbers

Anything connected to the Internet has a unique 
number - Internet Protocol (IP) address

Managing the address book of the Internet 

Internet’s domain name system uses names -
easier to remember.
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Our Technical Partners

Coordinating with our technical partners, 
we help make the Internet work.
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2) Coordination of policy development: ICANN Ecosystem
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The ICANN Board

WHO?

HOW?

WHAT?

ICANN
Organization

ICANN Community

Organization

Community

Board
WHAT?

WHO?

HOW?

Members are 
representatives  from 
the Community, 
selected by 
their peers. The Board
is composed of 16 
members and 
four non-voting liaisons, 

In accordance with the Bylaws, the 
ICANN  Board approves Community 
policy. The Board directs the ICANN 
organization to implement. 

Provides strategic oversight 
for the ICANN organization, 
ensuring the organization 
acts within its mission
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Board

Community

Organization

The ICANN Organization

WHAT?

HOW?

WHO?

A global organization, 
led by the CEO 
with staff members in 
40 countries, based 
out of regional offices.

The ICANN organization 
implements the Community’s 
recommendations at the 
direction of the Board

The ICANN organization is committed 
to accountable, transparent, inclusive 
and open operations and engagement
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APAC Hub Staff

ICANN 
Seoul 
Office
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Organization

Board

The ICANN Community

Community

WHO?
WHAT?

HOW?

A volunteer-based, 
open  collection of 
global  
stakeholders

Works together 
through a bottom-up 
process to give 
advice, make policy 
recommendations, 
conducts reviews and 
proposes 
implementation 
solutions

There are three supporting 
organizations in the ICANN community 
develop policy recommendations in 
their respective areas. There are four 
advisory committees that give advice 
and recommendations.
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ICANN’s Multistakeholder Community

ICANN follows a bottom-up, 
multistakeholder model in which 
individuals, non-commercial 
stakeholder groups, industry, 
and governments play 
important roles in its 
community-based, consensus-
driven, policymaking approach.

Learn More https://www.icann.org/community
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Exploring ICANN’s Multistakeholder Community

Address Supporting
Organization (ASO)

Country Code Names Supporting
Organization (ccNSO)

Generic Names Supporting
Organization (GNSO)

Supporting 
Organizations (SOs)
Three SOs in the ICANN  
community are responsible
for developing policy 
recommendations in the 
areas they represent.

At-Large Advisory
Committee (ALAC)
The Governmental
Advisory Committee (GAC)
The Root Server System
Advisory Committee (RSSAC)
Security and Stability 
Advisory Committee
(SSAC)

Advisory
Committees (ACs)
Four ACs give advice and make 
recommendations on ICANN topics.
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Multistakeholder Policy Development 
Example

New generic top-level domain (gTLD) Program
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What is the New gTLD Program?

ChoiceInnovationCompetition

The goal of the New gTLD Program is to foster competition, 
innovation and choice in the domain name industry.

⦿ This is an Internet community-driven initiative that is enabling the 
largest expansion of the domain name system, ever. 

⦿ Over 1,200 new generic top-level domains have now been 
introduced into the Internet over the next few years.
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New gTLDs: Transforming the Internet Ecosystem
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Get Involved and Informed
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Get Involved and Informed

Attend an ICANN Public 
Meeting. 

Visit go.icann.org/journey
to learn how you can attend 
an ICANN Public Meeting 

as part of the 
NextGen@ICANN or ICANN 

Fellowship programs.

Take a free online course 
at learn.icann.org.

Attend events in 
your region.

Find and participate in an 
ICANN community group 

by visiting 
icann.org/community.

Sign up for ICANN news 
alerts and regional 

newsletters.
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ICANN Meetings Overviews

Three times a year in different 
regions around the world.

Opportunity for an 
internationally diverse group of 
individuals and organizations 
to come together

A staple of ICANN’s 
multistakeholder bottom-up 
consensus-building model

= 100 Attendees

297% increase in 
attendance
218% increase in 
scheduled sessions

ICANN01
1999

ICANN26
2006

ICANN57
2016

100 20

800
120

3,182
381

= 10 Sessions = 1 Day

Since 2006:
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Upcoming Meetings

For a schedule of past and upcoming 
meetings, go to:
http://meetings.icann.org/calendar

If you belong to an organization that 
is interested in having an exhibit at a 
meeting or in sponsoring a meeting, 
please contact:
meeting-sponsorship@icann.org

To find out how to participate, go to:
https://meetings.icann.org/en/about

Meetings

Calendar

Email
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Fellowship/NextGen/Newcomer Programs

Fellowship

Global Capacity 
Building Program 

Online application 
process 3x year 
around an ICANN 
Meeting (1 Mtg for 
Alumni only)

NextGen Newcomer

Regionally based 
Program 

For 18-30 years old

Online application 
process 3x a year 
around an ICANN 
Meeting

Self-education using:

Newcomer webpage / 
ICANN Learn

Participate in person 
or remotely at the 
ICANN Meeting 
Newcomer Sunday

Fellowship Application Window Now Open for ICANN61, San Juan 
Deadline: 15 Sep 2017

Click here to apply: https://www.icann.org/fellowshipprogram
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Get Involved and Contribute!



Visit us at icann.org

Email: kelvin.wong@icann.org


